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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PEPR, MARR, UNSC, IS, LE. XF 

SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON: BRITISH VIEWS ON ACTION 


REF: A) STATE 70196; B) LONDON 4303 

1 . ACCORDING TO TOMKYS IN FCO MORNING MARCH 18, 

BRITISH ARE INCLINED TO GO ALONG WITH US ON THE RESOLU- 
TION PACKAGE WITH ONE EXCEPTION. OUR DRAFT RESOLUTION 
CONTAINS THE PHRASE REGARDING THE UN FORCE "EXCEPT THE 
PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL." THIS WOULD 
EXCLUDE A BRITISH CONTINGENT. 
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2. WHILE THE BRITISH HAVE NOT YET FINALIZED O POSITION 
THAT THEY WOULD OFFER A BRITISH CONTINGENT, THEY REASON 
AGAINST THE EXCLUSION AS FOLLOWS: URQUHART'S ESSENTIAL 
REQUIREMENT IS TO PUT TOGETHER A VIABLE FORCE QUICKLY 
ENOUGH TO DO THE JOB. THE BRITISH HAVE NO WISH TO TRY 
TO PUSH THEMSELVES UNWANTED INTO THE PEACEKEEPING FORCE. 
HOWEVER, IF THE EXCLUSION OF A BRITISH CONTINGENT MEANS 
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THAT THE UN SECRETARIAT WOULD HAVE TO RELY PROPORTION* 
ATELY MORE ON AFRICAN OR ASIAN CONTINGENTS WHICH COULD 
NOT MOVE FAST OR EFFECTIVELY, THE RESULT COULD BE A 
DISASTER. 

3. IF THE BRITISH POSITION IS FIRMED UP, THE EXCLUDING 
PHRASE REMOVED FROM THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, AND THE 
BRITISH OFFER A CONTINGENT, FCO THINKING IS THAT THE 

US COULD MAKE A DEAL WITH THE USSR TO KEEP BOTH SUPER- 
POWERS OUT OF THE PEACEKEEPING FORCE. 

4. FCO UNDERSTANDS THAT SO FAR ONLY THE CANADIANS HAVE 
VOLUNTEERED A CONTINQENT. 

5. ACCORDINGLY, TOMKYS EXPECTED THAT THE BRITISH EM- 
BASSY IN WASHINGTON WOULD BE SEEKING TO TAKE UP THIS 
ISSUE WITH SECRETARY VANCE OR ATHERTON TODAY, MARCH 18. 
TOMKYS STRESSED THAT DEPARTMENTAL OFFICIALS SHOULD NOT 
RPT NOT DISCLOSE TO THE BRITISH EMBASSY THAT THE FCO HAS 
ALREADY BEEN DISCUSSING THIS ISSUE WITH EMBASSY LONDON 
AND THAT THE LATTER HAS REPORTED IT TO WASHINGTON. 
TOMKYS HAS BEEN ALERTING US BECAUSE THE TIMING FACTOR 
IN THE RESOLUTION HAS BECOME SO CRITICAL. 

6. INCIDENTALLY, BRITISH NOW UNDERSTAND UNSYG IS 
THINKING IN TERMS OF FAR LESS THAN 12,000 TROOPS AND 
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EVIDENTLY MISUNDERSTOOD URQUHART'S POSITON ON THIS. 
BREWSTER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, UNSC RESOLUTIONS, INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING FORCES, 
COMBAT OPERATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LONDON04381 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 20-0948 
Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780352/aaaabrks.tel 

Line Count: 97 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: caa17cc4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 STATE 70196, 78 LONDON 4303 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3283422 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOUTH LEBANON: BRITISH VIEWS ON ACTION 
TAGS: PEPR, MARR, MOPS, IS, LE, XF, UK, UNSC 
To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/caa17cc4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



